Summary, Other Cobb Cities:
Kennesaw
Group Home: A dwelling unit, operated by an affiliate of a national, regional, state or county organization that has a philanthropic mission, who live together as a single housekeeping unit and which has a long term, family-like environment wherein staff persons provide care, education and participation in community activities, under a structured and scheduled plan with the primary goal of enabling the residents to live as independently as possible in order to reach their maximum potential. A group home may include a home for the disabled. As used in this subsection, the term "disabled" shall mean:
(1)  Having a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of such person's major life activities;
(2)  Having a record of having such an impairment; or
(3)  Being regarded as having such impairment.
However, "disabled" shall not include persons who currently use illegal controlled substances, persons who have been convicted of the illegal manufacture or distribution of controlled substances, sex offenders, and juvenile offenders or persons with or without disabilities who present a direct threat to the persons or property of others. The term "group home" shall not include a halfway house, a treatment center for alcoholism or drug abuse, a work release facility for convicts or ex-convicts, a home for the detention and/or rehabilitation of juveniles adjudged delinquent or unruly and placed in the custody of the state, or other housing facilities serving as an alternative to incarceration. The term "group home" shall also not allow the use of a dwelling as an apartment or duplex. A group home shall not allow the use of a dwelling as a home for individuals on parole, probation, or convicted and released from incarceration, for any crimes including child molestation, aggravated child molestation, or child sexual abuse, as defined in O.C.G.A. § 16-6-4, as may be amended from time to time, or individuals required to register as sex offenders pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 42-1-12, as may be amended from time to time

Halfway House: Any dwelling used as a residence for the purpose of rehabilitating individuals in order to transition back into the community and housing any of the following: individuals being treated for drug dependency, on parole, probation, or serving a criminal sentence on condition of house arrest.
Private Residence: A house or dwelling wherein not less than one or more than two families customarily reside and shall not include a mobile home, an apartment house having facilities for housing more than two families, a boardinghouse or rooming house where there are five or more boarders or roomers, any residence which has been unoccupied for a period of six consecutive months immediately prior to the filing of any application for license, or any residence that shall be a nonconforming use in a commercial zone.

Family: One or more related persons by blood, legal adoption, or marriage or not more than three (3) persons not related, occupying a dwelling and living as a single housekeeping unit, as distinguished from persons occupying a boardinghouse, rooming house, hotel, or Purpose Built Student Housing as herein defined. Maximum residential occupancy for a residential dwelling unit will be calculated by the number of residents per square foot of floor space as per the currently adopted International Property Maintenance Code.

Group homes allowed as P in Kennesaw in all residential districts except PUDR, CDB and HPV
Halfway homes allowed as P in OI, GC and LI





Acworth:
Family: One or more related persons or two or less unrelated persons occupying a dwelling and living as a single housekeeping unit provided that all related persons are related by blood, marriage or adoption. All related persons are limited to the spouse, parents, grandparents, grandchildren, stepchildren, sons, daughters, brothers or sisters of the owner or the tenant or of the owner's or the tenant's spouse. Domestic servants employed on premises may be housed on the premises without being counted as a family. The term “family” shall not be construed to mean fraternity, sorority, club, student center, group care homes, foster homes and is to be distinguished from persons occupying a boarding house, rooming house, hotel, or apartment unit as herein defined.

Group home: A dwelling shared by non-related individuals who live together as a single housekeeping unit and in a long-term family-like environment in which staff persons provide care, education and participation in community activities for the residents with the primary goal of enabling the residents to live as independently as possible in order to reach their maximum potential. This use shall also apply to homes for the handicapped; however, the term “handicapped” shall not include current illegal use of or addiction to a controlled substance or alcohol, nor shall it include any person whose residency in the home would constitute a direct threat to the health and safety of other individuals. The term “group home for the handicapped” shall not include alcohol or drug treatment centers, work release facilities for convicts or ex-convicts, or other housing serving as an alternative to incarceration.
  Halfway House: A temporary residential living arrangement for persons leaving an institutional setting and in need of a supportive living arrangement in order to readjust to living outside the institution. These are persons who are receiving therapy and counseling from support staff who are present when residents are present, for the following purposes: 1) to help them recuperate from the effects of drug or alcohol addiction; 2) to help them reenter society while housed under supervision while under the constraints of alternatives to imprisonment including, but not limited to, prerelease, work release, or probationary programs; or 3) to help persons with family or school adjustment problems that require specialized attention and care in order to achieve personal independence.
Personal care home: A facility licensed by the State of Georgia for the transitional residency of persons incapable of independent living, within which are provided living and sleeping facilities, meal preparation, laundry services, transportation services and routine social and medical appointments and counseling.

R1
Group homes consisting of 6 or fewer individuals, inclusive of resident staff (see standards set forth in Section 71.2).
Personal care homes consisting of 6 or fewer individuals, inclusive of resident staff provided: a) The principal structure contains a residential facade architecturally similar to adjacent buildings. b) Such facilities obtain all necessary local and state licenses. c) The use is limited to the principal structure only. d) The maximum number of beds permitted shall be limited to one per 250 gross square feet of heated floor space within the principal structure.

R2
Group homes consisting of six or fewer individuals, inclusive of resident staff (see standards set forth in Section 71.2). 4. Public buildings and utilities. 
Personal care homes consisting of six or fewer individuals, inclusive of resident staff provided: a) The principal structure contains a residential facade architecturally similar to adjacent buildings. b) Such facilities obtain all necessary local and state licenses. c) The use is limited to the principal structure only. d) The maximum number of beds permitted shall be limited to one per 250 gross square feet of heated floor space within the principal structure.

R3
Group homes consisting of 6 or fewer individuals, inclusive of resident staff (see standards set forth in Section 71.2). 
Personal care homes consisting of six or fewer individuals, inclusive of resident staff provided: a) The principal structure contains a residential facade architecturally similar to adjacent buildings. b) Such facilities obtain all necessary local and state licenses. c) The use is limited to the principal structure only. d) The maximum number of beds permitted shall be limited to one per 250 gross square feet of heated floor space within the principal structure. e) Signage is limited to one non-illuminated wall sign no greater than 6 square feet and is permitted through the Zoning Administrator.

RM6
Group homes, limited to one bed per 250 gross square feet of heated building space. Operator must obtain all necessary state certifications. 7. Assisted living, personal care and retirement home facilities, provided: a) Such facilities must obtain all necessary state licenses and/or certifications. b) The maximum number of beds permitted shall be determined by multiplying the site’s acreage by the district’s density limitation and a factor of 1.5. Ex. A 2 acre site could include 24 beds [(2.0 acres) x (8 DUA) x (1.5) = 24] 
 Fraternity and sorority houses and residence halls.
 Rooming and boardinghouses. Maximum 7 beds per acre.

Halfway House with SLUP

RM8
Group homes, limited to one bed per 250 gross square feet of heated building space. Operator must obtain all necessary state certifications. 
Assisted living, personal care and retirement home facilities, provided: a) Such facilities must obtain all necessary state licenses and/or certifications. b) The maximum number of beds permitted shall be determined by multiplying the site’s acreage by the district’s density limitation and a factor of 1.5. Ex. A 4 acre site could include 48 beds [(4.0 acres) x (8 DUA) x (1.5) = 48] 
Fraternity and sorority houses and residence halls. 
Rooming and boardinghouses. Maximum 15 beds per acre.

Halfway house with SLUP

None in Residential Conservation PUD, 

O&I
Rooming and boardinghouses. Maximum 15 beds per acre. 
Personal care homes, provided: a) The principal structure contains a residential facade architecturally similar to adjacent buildings. b) Such facilities obtain all necessary local and state licenses. c) The use is limited to the principal structure only. d) The maximum number of beds permitted shall be limited to one per 250 gross square feet of heated floor space within the principal structure. e) Signage is limited to one non-illuminated wall sign no greater than 6 square feet and is permitted through the Zoning Administrator.

LRO
Personal care facilities, provided: a) Such use must obtain all necessary local and state licenses. b) The maximum number of beds permitted shall not exceed one per 200 gross square feet

Office Professional
Group homes and halfway houses, limited to one bed per 250 gross square feet of heated building space. Operator must obtain all necessary state certifications.
 Halfway houses. a) The structure meets all aspects of the Standard Housing Code including minimum dwelling space requirements. b) The operator obtains certification from the appropriate state licensing body. c) No other such facility is located within 1,000 feet as measured from property line to property line.
Personal care facilities, including nursing homes, assisted living, retirement home facilities provided: a) Such use must obtain all necessary local and state licenses. b) The maximum number of beds permitted shall not exceed one per 200 gross square feet.


SECTION 71 Community Residences 
71.1 Intent and Purpose. The Fair Housing Amendment Act (1988) states that local zoning regulations may not prohibit community residences and requires that municipalities provide “reasonable accommodation” of such uses. The City of Acworth regulates community residences using criteria based upon the actual use of the facility and the number of individuals utilizing its services. This provides individuals with opportunities for normalization instead of institutionalization thereby reducing social costs and fostering personal growth and responsibility while also allowing the City to maintain viable neighborhoods based primarily upon similar single family or planned multi-family dwellings. 
71.2 Group Homes. Group homes are defined throughout the entirety of this ordinance as dwellings shared by non-related individuals who live together as a single housekeeping unit and in a long-term family-like environment in which staff persons provide care, education and participation in community activities for the residents with the primary goal of enabling the residents to live as independently as possible in order to reach their maximum potential. This use shall also apply to homes for the handicapped; however, the term “handicapped” shall not include current illegal use of or addiction to a controlled substance or alcohol, nor shall it include any person whose residency in the home would constitute a direct threat to the health and safety of other individuals. The term “group home for the handicapped” shall not include alcohol or drug treatment centers, work release facilities for convicts or ex-convicts, or other housing serving as an alternative to incarceration. 1. Group homes with six or fewer residents, inclusive of resident staff, are permitted uses within the R1, R-2, and R-3 zoning districts, provided: a) The structure meets all aspects of the Standard Housing Code including minimum dwelling space requirements. b) The operator of the group home obtains certification from the appropriate state licensing body. c) No other such facility or halfway house is located within 1,000 feet as measured from property line to property line. 2. Group homes with more than six residents, may be permitted within OIT and LRO zoning districts (regardless of the number of occupants) if granted a SLUP from the Board of Aldermen. Such uses are limited to one bed per 250 gross square feet of heated building space. 3. Group homes are considered permitted uses by right in OP and RM zoning districts, subject to those standards set forth therein.
 71.3 Halfway Houses. Halfway houses are temporary residential living arrangements for persons leaving an institutional setting and in need of a supportive living arrangement in order to readjust to living outside the institution. These are persons who are receiving therapy and counseling from support staff who are present when residents are present, for the following purposes:  to help them recuperate from the effects of drug or alcohol addiction;  to help them reenter society while housed under supervision or while under the constraints of alternatives to imprisonment including, but not limited to, prerelease, work release, or probationary programs; or  to help persons with family or school adjustment problems that require specialized attention and care in order to achieve personal independence. 1. Halfway houses may be permitted within RM zoning districts only if granted a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) from the Board of Aldermen and are limited to one bed per 250 gross square feet of heated building space. a) The structure meets all aspects of the Standard Housing Code including minimum dwelling space requirements. b) The operator obtains certification from the appropriate state licensing body. c) No other such facility is located within 1,000 feet as measured from property line to property line.






Austell
Allowed in all residential districts (except Mobile Home Parks and Residential Senior Living) and most commercial except CBD with SLUP.  Personal care homes in commercial.
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Family means one or more persons related by blood, legal adoption, or marriage, or two or fewer unrelated adults, occupying a dwelling. Related persons are all related to each other within the fourth degree, as defined in O.C.G.A. § 53-2-1, which includes parents, children, grandparents, grandchildren, brothers and sisters. State-authorized foster children of a family member shall also be deemed a member of the family for this purpose.

Group home means a dwelling unit, operated by an affiliate of a national, regional, state or county organization with a philanthropic mission, shared by four or fewer persons, excluding resident staff, who live together as a single housekeeping unit and in a long-term, family-like environment in which staff persons provide care, education and participation in community activities, under a structured and scheduled plan that must be provided to the city, for the residents with the primary goal of enabling the residents to live as independently as possible in order to reach their maximum potential under the direction and guidance of a designated managing caregiver, designated as such by the affiliate organization, who must be a resident of thevailablee by telephone on a 24-hour basis in case of complaints. A copy of the home rules shall be provided to the city as well as (if applicable) evidence of active enforcement under the state association of recovery residence standards. The schedule of activities may be verified via periodic inspection by community affairs staff. The term “group home” shall not include a halfway house, a treatment center for alcoholism or drug abuse, a work release facility for convicts or ex-convicts, a home for the detention or rehabilitation of juveniles adjudged delinquent or unruly and placed in the custody of the state, or other housing facilities serving as an alternative to incarceration. The term “group home” shall also not allow the use of the dwelling as an apartment or duplex. A group home shall not allow use of the dwelling as a home for individuals on parole, probation, or convicted and released from incarceration, for any crimes including child molestation, aggravated child molestation, or child sexual abuse, as defined in O.C.G.A. § 16-6-4 or individuals required to register as sex offenders pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 42-1-12. A group home may include a home for the handicapped.
Halfway house means any dwelling used as a residence by individuals on parole, probation, or serving a criminal sentence on condition of house arrest, for the purpose of rehabilitation of the individual while transitioning back into the community. Halfway houses shall not be located within 1,000 feet of any child care facility, private or public school, church, school bus stop, public or private playground and parks or swimming pools, or other areas where minors congregate as defined in O.C.G.A. § 42-1-12(a)(3). Halfway houses are not allowed in any zoning district, except by a special land use permit (SLUP) granted by the mayor and council. Applications for special land use permits for halfway houses shall comply with the provisions of O.C.G.A. § 36-66-4(f).

Marietta
Family: One or more related persons or four or less unrelated persons occupying a dwelling and living as a single housekeeping unit provided that all related persons are related by blood, marriage or adoption. All related persons are limited to the spouse, parents, grandparents, grandchildren, stepchildren, sons, daughters, brothers or sisters of the owner or the tenant or of the owner's or the tenant's spouse. Domestic servants employed on premises may be housed on the premises without being counted as a family. The term “family” shall not be construed to mean fraternity, sorority, club, student center, group care homes, foster homes and is to be distinguished from persons occupying a boarding house, rooming house, hotel, or apartment unit as herein defined.
Group Home: A dwelling shared by individuals who live together as a single housekeeping unit and in a long-term family-like environment in which staff persons provide care, education and participation in community activities for the residents with the primary goal of enabling the residents to live as independently as possible in order to reach their maximum potential. This use shall also apply to homes for the handicapped; however, the term “handicapped” shall not include current illegal use of or addiction to a controlled substance or alcohol, nor shall it include any person whose residency in the home would constitute a direct threat to the health and safety of other individuals. The term “group home for the handicapped” shall not include alcohol or drug treatment centers, work release facilities for convicts or ex-convicts, or other housing serving as an alternative to incarceration. All applicants shall provide detailed information of the caretaker staff including routine shifts, professional certifications/licenses, etc.
Halfway House: A temporary residential living arrangement for persons leaving an institutional setting and in need of a supportive living arrangement in order to readjust to living outside the institution. These are persons who are receiving therapy and counseling from support staff who are present when residents are present, for the following purposes: 1) to help them recuperate from the effects of drug or alcohol addiction; 2) to help them reenter society while housed under supervision while under the constraints of alternatives to imprisonment including, but not limited to, prerelease, work release, or probationary programs; or 3) to help persons with family or school adjustment problems that require specialized attention and care in order to achieve personal independence.
Personal care home: A facility licensed by the State of Georgia for the transitional residency of persons incapable of independent living, within which are provided living and sleeping facilities, meal preparation, laundry services, transportation services and routine social and medical appointments and counseling. All applicants shall provide detailed information of the caretaker staff including routine shifts, professional certifications/licenses, etc.

Allowed in R1, R2, R3, R4,
Group homes consisting of 3 or fewer individuals, exclusive of resident staff (see standards set forth in Section 712.02)
Personal care homes consisting of 3 or fewer individuals, exclusive of resident staff, provided: 1 a) The principal structure contains a residential facade architecturally similar to adjacent buildings. b) Such facilities obtain all necessary local and state licenses. c) The use is limited to the principal structure only. d) No other such facility shall be located within 1,000 feet as measured from property line to property line. 

With Special Use - Group homes consisting of four (4) or more individuals (see standards set forth in Section 712.02)7 . 8
RA4 – Attached medium density, RA6, RA8
Group homes consisting of 3 or fewer individuals, exclusive of resident staff (see standards set forth in Section 712.02)
With Special Use - Group homes consisting of four (4) or more individuals (see standards set forth in Section 712.02)

Planned residential
Group homes consisting of 4 or fewer individuals (see standards set forth in Section 712.02)
Group homes consisting of four (4) or more individuals (see standards set forth in Section 712.02)

Multifamily RM8, RM10, RM12, High Rise,
Group homes, limited to one bed per 250 gross square feet of heated building space. Operator must obtain all necessary state certifications.
Halfway houses (see standards set forth in Section 712.02). a) The structure meets all aspects of the Standard Housing Code including minimum dwelling space requirements. b) The operator obtains certification from the appropriate state licensing body. c) No other such facility is located within 1,000 feet as measured from property line to property line.


Neither allowed in mobile home parks,  Halfway homes not allowed in planned residential development/multifamily.


712.02 Community residences 
A. Intent and Purpose. The Fair Housing Amendment Act (1988) states that local zoning regulations may not prohibit community residences and requires that municipalities provide “reasonable accommodation” of such uses. The City of Marietta regulates community residences using criteria based upon the actual use of the facility and the number of individuals utilizing its services. This provides individuals with opportunities for normalization instead of institutionalization thereby reducing social costs and fostering personal growth and responsibility while also allowing the City to maintain viable neighborhoods based primarily upon similar single family or planned multi family dwellings. 

B. Group Homes. Group homes are defined throughout the entirety of this ordinance as dwellings shared by individuals who live together as a single housekeeping unit and in a long-term family-like environment in which staff persons provide care, education and participation in community activities for the residents with the primary goal of enabling the residents to live as independently as possible in order to reach their maximum potential. This use shall also apply to homes for the handicapped; however, the term “handicapped” shall not include current illegal use of or addiction to a controlled substance or alcohol, nor shall it include any person whose residency in the home would constitute a direct threat to the health and safety of other individuals. The term “group home for the handicapped” shall not include alcohol or drug treatment centers, work release facilities for convicts or ex-convicts, or other housing serving as an alternative to incarceration. 
1.  Group homes with 3 or fewer residents, exclusive of resident staff, are permitted uses within the R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, RA-4, RA-6, RA-8, and PRD-SF zoning districts, provided: a) The structure meets all aspects of the Standard Housing Code including minimum dwelling space requirements. b) The operator of the group home obtains certification from the appropriate state licensing body. c) No other such facility or halfway house is located within 1,000 feet as measured from property line to property line. 
2. Group homes with more than 3 residents, exclusive of resident staff, may be permitted within the R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, RA-4, RA-6, RA-8, and PRD-SF zoning districts only if granted a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) after a public hearing before City Council. 3. Group homes are considered permitted uses by right in RM and RHR zoning districts, subject to those standards set forth therein. 

C. Halfway Houses. Halfway houses are temporary residential living arrangements for persons leaving an institutional setting and in need of a supportive living arrangement in order to readjust to living outside the institution. These are persons who are receiving therapy and counseling from support staff who are present when residents are present, for the following purposes: • to help them recuperate from the effects of drug or alcohol addiction;  to help them reenter society while housed under supervision or while under the constraints of alternatives to imprisonment including, but not limited to, prerelease, work release, or probationary programs; or • to help persons with family or school adjustment problems that require specialized attention and care in order to achieve personal independence. 
1. Halfway houses may be permitted within OI, RM, and RHR zoning districts only if granted a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) from City Council and are limited to one bed per 250 gross square feet of heated building space. a) The structure meets all aspects of the Standard Housing Code including minimum dwelling space requirements. b) The operator obtains certification from the appropriate state licensing body. c) No other such facility is located within 1,000 feet as measured from property line to property line.

