

Sec. 3-120. - Distance from certain locations. 
[bookmark: _GoBack](a)	It is the policy of the city that, in keeping with the purposes of this article, any premises proposed for license for the sale of alcoholic beverages shall be at a suitable distance from a school, church, and residence, except for locations within one hundred (100) feet of the City Square or for locations  zoned Central Business District (“CBD”), which shall be exempt from the distance requirements of this chapter. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, all distance requirements mandated by state law, including but not limited to O.C.G.A. § 3-3-21, shall be observed. 
(b)	A suitable distance shall be as follows: 
(1)	For a license for package distilled spirits, a suitable distance is six hundred (600) feet from a school, and three hundred (300) feet from a church, or residence. 
(2)	For a license for pouring distilled spirits, a suitable distance is six hundred (600) feet from a school, and three hundred (300) feet from a church, or residence; provided, however, that in no event shall any part of the proposed premises be located closer than one hundred (100) feet from the property line of the school, church, or residence, as measured only for this purpose by a straight line from the nearest point of the premises to the property line of the school, church, park, public building, library, or residence. 
(3)	For a license for package wine and malt beverages, a suitable distance is six hundred (600) feet from a school, and three hundred (300) feet from a church or residence; provided that the distance from a church or residence shall be waived when the applicant is a grocery store. 
(4)	For a license for pouring wine and malt beverages, a suitable distance is six hundred (600) feet from a school, and three hundred (300) feet from a church or residence; provided, however, that in no event shall any part of the proposed premises be located closer than one hundred (100) feet from the property line of the school, church, park, public building, library, or residence, as measured only for this purpose by a straight line from the nearest point of the premises to the property line of the school, church, park, public building, library, or residence. 
(5)	For a license for wholesale, or for a license for manufacture, a suitable distance is six hundred (600) feet from a school, church or residence. 
(c)	Except as where specifically stated otherwise, the measurement of suitable distance shall be as defined in article I of this chapter. 
(d)	After issuance of any license, no change in the location of a customer entry shall be made which would affect compliance with any distance requirements of this article. 
(e)	An application for a new license on an existing licensed location, or on a previously licensed location for a period of one (1) year from expiration of the previous license to the date of application, shall not be required to comply with the distance requirements from a school, church or residence. An application filed under this section shall meet and qualify under all other requirements of this article for the granting of a new license. 
(f)	The distance requirements of this section may be waived by the mayor and city council, to the extent authorized by law and on such conditions as may be appropriate, where application of the requirements would cause a hardship to the licensee that outweighs the purposes of this section. In determining whether to grant a waiver under this subsection, the following shall be considered: 
(1)	The nature and extent of the hardship. 
(2)	The characteristics of the zoning district and the property in which the premises are located. 
(3)	The degree of visibility of the premises from the church, school, or residence, including consideration of landscape and other buffers, either existing or to be installed. 
(4)	The distance from the nearest structure of a school, church, or residence to the closest property line of the premises. 
(5)	The relative impact of traffic and parking activity on the school, church, or residence generated by the sale of alcoholic beverages. 
(Ord. No. 2000-30, 11-20-00; Ord. No. 2005-14, § 1, 5-16-05; Ord. No. 2015-016, § 6, 6-1-15) 
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