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The proposed zoning case must address the comments listed below by prescriptive code or 
equivalency, as approved by the Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office 
 
Approval will be based on Professional Engineer-stamped plans that signify overall plan 
conformance to all Georgia State and Cobb County Codes. Design Professional and Developer 
maintain the sole responsibility for the design and for correcting all errors, omissions, 
problems, and code violations (if any) exposed during construction AFTER authorization by 
Cobb County. 
 
IFC 510- EMERGENCY RESPONDER RADIO COVERAGE: 
New buildings are required to provide radio coverage for emergency responders per the 
International Fire Code. Testing is required by a third party and when deemed necessary 
amplification systems are required before the building will be issued a certificate of occupancy. 
This serves as an early notification to owners and developers for budgeting purposes. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS:   
All access roads shall meet the American Association of State and Highway Transportation 
Officials (AASHTO) design manual live load standard HS20 (75,000 lbs.) with an unobstructed 
width of not less than 20 feet, 35 foot inside radius, 50 foot outside turning radius and 
unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches. (Cobb County Development 
Standards 402.11) 
 
Maximum slope of the access road in reference to the apparatus is 10% Front to Back and 5% 
Side to Side. Maximum grade of roadways leading to Fire Access roads refer to the Cobb County 
Development Standard Section 400: 14% for Non-Residential. Maximum angle of departure is 
8.5%.  
 
Dead-end access roads more than 150 feet shall be provided with a IFC compliant turn-around 
(IFC Chapter-5, 120-3-3 Rules and Regulations, CCDS Section-401 & 402). Refer to APPENDIX-D 
for dimensional criteria for turn-arounds in commercial developments.   
 
Aerial apparatus access shall be required for all structures over 30 feet in height measured from 
the lowest level of fire department access to the ceiling height of the highest occupied floor 
level.  

• Aerial fire apparatus access roads shall have a minimum width of 26 feet 

• Aerial fire apparatus access roads shall be at least 15 feet but no more than 30 ft from 
the structure  

• Aerial fire apparatus access roads shall be positioned parallel to one entire side of the 
building.  

• No overhead utility and power lines shall be located within the aerial fire apparatus 
access. (IFC Appendix D105) 
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COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS 
Buildings exceeding three stories or 30 ft in height. A minimum of two remote means of fire 
department access roads must be provided 
 

Exception: Buildings not exceeding 124,000 sq ft and protected with an approved 
automatic sprinkler system a single fire department access road is permitted 

 
Remoteness. Where two fire department access road are required, they must be placed a 
distance apart equal to not less than one half the length of the maximum overall diagonal 
dimension of the lot or area to be served 
 
ONE- OR TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS 
Developments of one- or two-family dwellings where the number of dwelling units exceeds 120 
shall be provided with two separate approved fire apparatus access roads and shall meet the 
requirements of Section D104.3. 

Exceptions: 
1. Where there are more than 120 dwelling units on a single public or private fire 

apparatus access road and all dwelling units are equipped throughout with an 
approved automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, 
903.3.1.2 or 903.3.1.3 of the International Fire Code, access from two directions 
shall not be required. 

2. The number of dwelling units on a single fire apparatus access road shall not be 
increased unless fire apparatus access roads will connect with future 
development, as determined by the fire code official. 

 
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY: 
Plans must be submitted to the Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office to initiate the Certificate of 
Occupancy process. 
 
GUEST PARKING: 
Occupant parking shall be installed as required by zoning and additional guest parking shall be 
required as follows: 

• Guest parking should be provided at .35 spaces per dwelling unit. 

• Guest parking spaces must be evenly distributed throughout the project.  (Cobb County 
Development Standards 401.8.2) 
 

FIRE HYDRANT: 
The maximum distance of a hydrant to the most remote portion of a structure shall be 500 feet.  
Distance shall be measured around the structure and from the fire apparatus access road. A 
500-foot radius around the hydrant is not an acceptable measurement for distance. Hydrants 
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on the opposite side of a main ROW is not an acceptable measurement of distance. (Cobb 
County Development Standards 410.5.2) (Cobb County Development Standards 410.5.2) 
 
Where a fire hydrant is located on a fire apparatus access road, the minimum road width shall be 
26 feet for a 40-foot length centered on the fire hydrant, exclusive of shoulders (see Figure 
D103.1 in Appendix D). 
 
FIRE PROTECTION: 
Automatic sprinkler protection must be provided where mandated by the applicable codes. 
Townhome developments not separated by 2hr fire walls will require sprinkler protection. 
 
Auto parts buildings may be required to be protected with a fire sprinkler system.  Final 
determination to be made at building plan review.  Be prepared to provide water supply. 
 
Jeff Byrd 
(678) 229-7059 
Jeffrey.Byrd@cobbcounty.gov 
 

 


