Staff Report for Thursday March 12th, 2026
To: Planning & Zoning Commission
From: JoAnna Robinson
Subject: Special Use at 4505 Atlanta St SW
Subject Property: 4505 Atlanta St SW
Parcel Number and Description:    19090200190
LL902, 19th District, 2nd Sec, Cobb County   0.34 acres
Zoning: CBD (Commercial Business District)
Applicant requests to obtain Special Use approval to operate a youth basketball sports training and athletic academy in the subject property.
Background:
Subject property is a building that was built in 1910 and is approximately 5,790 sq ft.  This property was rezoned by the City of Powder Springs from LI to CBD in 2014.  The purpose of this was to be consistent with the Future Land Use Map (FLUM) which was made in 2006.  At first this building was a 
What Applicant is proposing:  Youth sports training and athletic academy providing structured basketball instruction, conditioning, and student-athlete development. Programming will include scheduled training sessions, small-group instruction, and supervised academic support for youth ages 8-18. The facility is designed to serve local families by offering accessible athletic development and mentorship within an existing commercial building.
Questions that were asked of Applicant:  (on email)
1. Portion of building dedicated to proposed activities?
The intent is to utilize the majority of the building (approximately 5,500–5,790 square feet) for the proposed use. The space will include an indoor basketball training court, conditioning and stretching areas, a small media/study area for homework and student-athlete programming, limited spectator viewing, and ancillary office and storage space. No residential use is proposed.


2. Sports disciplines offered?
The primary discipline offered will be basketball training, including skills development, conditioning, agility training, camps, clinics, and instructional programming. No contact sports or league-style competitions are proposed at this time.
3. Anticipated occupancy?
Occupancy will be program-based and controlled, with typical attendance expected to range between 20–40 participants at a time, inclusive of athletes, coaches, and limited spectators. All activities will comply with applicable building, fire, and occupancy requirements as determined by the City.
4. Proposed days and hours of operation?
Proposed hours of operation are 7:00 AM – 10:00 PM, seven (7) days per week. These extended hours are intended to accommodate the varying schedules of student-athletes and families, including before-school training, after-school programming, and evening sessions. Based on our experience working with youth and families, this flexibility is necessary to meet community demand. Actual usage may vary by day and program.
5. Age groups served?
The academy will primarily serve youth and student-athletes approximately ages 8–18, with occasional programming or clinics for young adults.
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Written Analysis (Applicant’s Responses)
a. Whether the proposed special use is consistent with the stated purpose of the zoning district in which it will be located. The proposed youth sports training academy is consistent with the zoning district' s purpose as it promotes productive commercial use of an existing building while providing a community-serving service.

b. Whether the proposed zoning district and uses permitted within that district are suitable in view of the zoning and development of adjacent and nearby property. Commercial use of an existing building while providing a community-serving service.

c. Whether the location and character of the proposed special use are consistent with a desirable pattern of development in general. Yes. The proposed use activates an existing commercial building with a structured, community-serving operation that aligns with desirable commercial development patterns. 

d. Whether the type of street providing access to the use is or will be adequate to serve the proposed special use. Yes. The property is located on an established roadway with adequate access to support the proposed use and anticipated traffic.

e. Whether access into and out of the property is or will be adequate to provide for traffic and pedestrian safety, the anticipated volume of traffic flow, and access by emergency vehicles. Yes. Existing access points are adequate to accommodate anticipated traffic flow while maintaining pedestrian safety and providing appropriate access for emergency vehicles.

f. Whether public facilities such as schools, water or sewer utilities, and police or fire protection are or will be adequate to serve the use.  Yes. Existing public facilities and utilities, including water, sewer, police, and fire services, are adequate to serve the proposed use.
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