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                                        Proclamation
Doris Ruth Johnson
WHEREAS the City of Powder Springs is proud to recognize and celebrate the life and legacy of Doris Ruth Johnson, mom to Council Member Doris Dawkins and her adopted Powder Springs family; and
WHEREAS Mrs. Johnson was born 96 years ago and lived in Selma, Alabama where she and her late husband, J.C. Johnson, raised seven children, including Council Member, Doris Dawkins; and 

 WHEREAS committed to justice, Doris Johnson was a civil rights activist during the Selma Movement, a voting rights campaign that led to the Civil Rights Act of 1965; and
WHEREAS Mrs. Johnson and her husband owned the East End Café from 1950-1974 and opened her home and business to civil rights activists and leaders, including Martin Luther King, Jr. and U.S. Representative John Lewis, and provided transportation for residents to the voting polls; and 
WHEREAS following Bloody Sunday and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, Mrs. Johnson enrolled her daughter, Doris Dawkins, into the local elementary school helping to integrate the Selma Public School system that year and served as a Ward Chief Inspector helping oversee the electoral process in Selma to ensure that voting procedures were correctly followed; and 
WHEREAS she exemplified a strong sense of community through her active membership at Mount Zion Baptist Church and her dedicated volunteer service with the Pride of Alabama Elks Lodge, where she supported numerous benevolent and educational initiatives that enriched the lives of children and honored veterans throughout the community; and
WHEREAS after moving to Georgia, Mrs. Johnson embraced being a Georgia Peach and made Powder Springs her own. With grace and warmth, she blended herself into the essence of this community, and just as she adopted us, we adopted her.
NOW, THEREFORE we, the Mayor and Council for the City of Powder Springs do hereby encourage our community to join in celebrating a life so beautifully lived and a legacy that continues to inspire.  Mrs. Johnson gave heart to others and it’s our turn to honor her by carrying forward the love and service she embodied.  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hand and caused the Seal of the City of Powder Springs to be affixed this 5th day of January 2026.
