Minutes
Planning & Zoning Public Hearing
September 29, 2025

NOTE: Pam Conner transcribed these minutes.  These minutes are a summation of the events of the meeting and not intended to be a verbatim transcription of the meeting. 

Johnny Purify convened the Planning & Zoning Commission public hearing at 7:05 p.m. with the following members present: 

Johnny Purify, Wanda McDaniel, James Taylor, Randall Madison, Kelly Fisk and Kristopher Boyd.   


The Commission considered the following agenda items:

Approval of Planning & Zoning Minutes: On motion by Jim Taylor and second by Kris Boyd, the minutes from work session on September 11, 2025, were approved 6-0. 

Citizen Comments: Two initially signed up but because they wanted their comments on the record for the zoning application, no one offered citizen comments.

Regular Agenda:

Ordinance 2025-016

	Owner/Applicant
	City of Powder Springs

	Location
	
N/A


	Current Use Table
	No permitted use for child caring institution

	Proposed Use 
	Child Caring Institution with Special Use Permit and conditions 

	Purpose
	Allow proposed use under certain circumstances



Following presentation by staff about the proposed ordinance provisions, the Chair asked if anyone was present for or against the application.  

Marty Greer of 5707 Warren Farm Road registered opposition to the ordinance stating that a business of this significance should not be allowed in a residential area.  Further statement of opposition related to the way the applicant managed the property itself; Mr. Greer offered as an example that the applicant did not maintain control of her dogs.

Raja Antone expressed concern about allowing the use in this area.  He raised issues about whether the city would conduct inspections regarding management of the use.  Mr. Purify verbally read the draft ordinance during the hearing.  

Kayla Stokes of Warren Farm Road stated that she worked as a therapist at a group home in the state. 

Donna Gayes of Warren Creek Drive asked for clarification about the number of occupants allowed to live in the home. 

After comments on the ordinance, Chair Purify said he would entertain a motion on the ordinance.   moved to approve.  Chair asked about which ordinance provisions were included in the motion, and he amended the motion to include all 24 requirements.  Randall Madison seconded the motion.  Chair asked if there was discussion.  Ms. Greer of Warren Farm Road stated in opposition to the ordinance.  She expressed concern that a vote was being taken on an ordinance that the public was not aware of.

The Chair called for the vote.  The motion to approve the ordinance passed 7-0.


Special Use Approval, PZ 25-016, LaToya Skinner

	Owner/Applicant
	LaToya Skinner


	Location
	5780 Warren Farm Road 

P


	Current Zoning & Use 
	R30 – single family residence

	Proposal
	Special Use Permit to operate a residential child caring institution 



Ms. Skinner presented her application for a child caring institution.  She is seeking the special use permit because the square footage of the structure allows for more than 6 children.  She noted that the facility is gated.  She purchased the property in order to operate a group home. 
She noted that they posted the property and mailed the required letters.  She stated that she and the dogs were moving from the home and would not be a problem.  She noted that children would come from the area.  She stated that the children are not in the juvenile system.  Her target age is seven to 10 YEARS of age,  She stated that she won’t accept a child who is a problem but only those who were still coachable.

She stated that she will hire a security guard and place cameras around the property.  The home has 6500 square feet and has 6 bedrooms.  She noted that the staff and children would come and go from the rear of the property.   She would employ a licensed therapist even though one is not required.  She noted that she has group homes in another state.  And is familiar with operating the business.

She said she had to install a sprinkler system that will cost $30,000 because it is required by the state.  She noted that there are 3 licensed facilities within the 30127-zip code and 292 total in the state of Georgia.  

Kris Boyd asked if there were 6 bedrooms.  She stated yes and that the children would be on the top floor because she could fit 3-4 children in the master.  The staff would have an office.  The lower level would be an entertainment room and a place for meetings and a learning academy.  

Chair Purify asked about the operation of her other facilities.  She stated that her other facilities were 2 story duplexes with 6 rooms, and she had 2 children to a room.  She noted she could get 24 in them with bunk beds.  She noted that the school picks up the children and that house cleaners prepare food.  By 3:30 they are back at the facility and work with a tutor and therapist.  She stated that 12 children require 2 staff members. 

She hasn’t decided on who she will accept but stated there is a critical need for boys.  She noted that Wellspring in Dallas is coed, but she won’t do coed.  

She has operated since 2009 in Mississippi.  The children there are still in state custody.  

She was asked about sports and extracurricular.  She said that yes, they could participate if the school offered.  She stated that the children are usually there long term.  She noted that she would be an active employee of the facility.

Chair Purify asked if there were individuals present for or against the application.  Lamont Stokes of Mr. Greer stated that the use was admirable and needed and they are contributors to Calvary Children’s Home.  He stated however that the proposed location for this was not appropriation.  He noted that there would be increased traffic in and out of the home.  He noted that while she said she wasn’t interested in coed, coed could be allowed, and he had concerns about that.  He noted that the value of the area will not be the same once a business locates and operates from the home because it would impact the rural character of the area. 

Raja Antone of 3247 Creek Trace East spoke in opposition stating that business should not be mixed with residential uses.  His concern is related to the placement of it at this location.  And he had a concern about adults not living at home with the children. 

Donna Gates of Warren Creek Drive spoke in opposition to the application because the location was not appropriate for institutional living.  

Ms. Skinner was offered an opportunity to rebut.  She stated that trained professionals would work there, and it would be similar to other residential businesses.  

The Chair ended the public hearing and said he would entertain a motion.  Randall Madison moved to approve PZ25-016 with a second by Wanda McDaniel.  There were 4 votes against the motion: Jim Taylor, Kris Boyd, Johnny Purify, Kelly Fisk. Motion died for lack of support. No other motion was made. 

On motion by Jim Taylor to adjourn at 9:30, and a second by Kris Boyd, the commission approved adjournment 6-0. 



___________________________________________________________
Submitted by: Pam Conner
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