Minutes
Planning & Zoning Work Session
Sept 11, 2025

NOTE: Pam Conner transcribed these minutes.  These minutes are a summation of the events of the meeting and not intended to be a verbatim transcription of the meeting. 

Johnny Purify convened the Planning & Zoning Commission work session at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Wanda McDaniel, James Taylor, Randall Madison, Roy Wade, and Kristopher Boyd. Absent:  Kelly Fisk. 


The Commission considered the following items:

Rezoning- PZ25 – 016 and Ord 2025-016

	Owner/Applicant
	LaToya Skinner

	Location
	
3780 Warren Farm Road


	Current Zoning 
	R30

	Proposed Use
	Special Use Approval 

	Purpose
	To operate a child caring institution regulated under the Georgia Deparment of Human Services. 



Ms. Skinner presented her proposed use to operate a child caring institution to provide 24/7 care for up to 16 children, ages 6 to 18 who were displaced from their biological families for any variety of reasons.  She mentioned that she has 3 homes in the Powder springs area, and none are located in HOA communities.  She has been a resident since 2002.

There are 292 facilities in the state with 3 in Cobb County, one being Calvary children’s home.  She stated that there are nearly 5000 children with no place to go in Georgia.  Regarding operations, she stated that she would have a therapist on the 1st shift.  If she has 15 children, she is obligated to have 3 supervisors.  She intends to house girls but notes that there is a great need for boys.

The therapist will be off duty during school hours and will be there for about 2 hours in the afternoon and will operate on call.  Food will be catered. They are not allowing visitation by parents.  Most children usually reside there until they turn 18.  She will employ a security person to guard the gate and will use cameras.  For older children a curfew will be imposed.  

There was a discussion about whether the use was permitted and whether the application was necessary.  The code provisions and process of notification were explained.  The applicant was encouraged to contact neighbors and to be prepared to address concerns and how she might mitigate the concerns. 
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