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Black History Month 2024
WHEREAS each February communities across the country honor and celebrate the history and contributions of Black Americans who have profoundly enriched the lives of all; and 

WHEREAS Black History month was officially recognized in 1976 as part of the nation’s bicentennial celebrations to honor the contributions that African Americans have made and to recognize their sacrifices, with President Gerald Ford calling on the public to “seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans…”;  and 

WHEREAS previous to the official designation, the scholar Carter G. Woodson in 1926 established a week to focus attention on Black contributions to civilization because he fervently believed that Black people should be proud of their heritage and that all should understand the largely overlooked achievements of Black Americans; and 

WHEREAS the week in February was chosen because of two people who were central to helping provide the experience of freedom - Abraham Lincoln, whose birthday was February 12, and Frederick Douglas, who was born enslaved and did not know his actual birth date, but chose to celebrate it on February 14; and 
WHEREAS each year a different theme is chosen, and the theme for 2024 is Black Americans and the Arts in celebration of the richness and impact of Black artistry on our culture and in preserving history and community memory.  
IT IS THEREFORE PROCLAIMED, by the Mayor and Council for the City of Powder Springs, that it proclaims February 2024 as Black History Month and encourages all to learn about and celebrate African American artists – the poets, writers, visual artists and dancers – whose rich history and contributions have benefited our community. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have set our hand and caused the seal of the City of Powder Springs to be affixed this 5th day of February 2024.
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