Proclamation
Whereas, for twenty years, the weekend before school starts brings a long-running Powder Springs-based event to equip students and prepare them for the start of school with backpacks, school supplies and other giveaways and blessings in a Back to School Bash, which will occur at two locations this year on July 31; and
Whereas, in addition to backpacks and school supplies, the hosts are offering other events and activities to benefit the community; and
Whereas, in addition to 500 backpacks, the Powder Springs Community Taskforce will offer public health and safety programs including HIV prevention information and free HIV testing and will include the Cobb & Douglas Public Health on site administering Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine, which will be available to individuals 12 and older at Powder Springs First United Methodist Church; and
Whereas, in addition to school supplies, the faith-based partnership of First Baptist and Linked UP will offer informational workshops and vision, dental and hearing screenings at Thurman Springs Park; and 

Whereas, so many in the Powder Springs community have been a direct beneficiary of the Taskforce’s bash which began two decades ago and has joined endeavors such as a long-running mentorship program at Tapp Middle School because “for all the kids in need, we were not going to turn our backs on them” said Deborah Douglin, Powder Springs Community Taskforce Vice-Chair and Back2School Bash Chair; and 
Whereas, the City of Powder Springs is blessed to be home to community organizations who want to help those in need, “with a heart to partner with others in the area to make a difference in the Powder Springs community” as noted by Joel  Lanier, Minister of Modern Worship at First Baptist Church of Powder Springs, which has also conducted back to school events for over a decade and “to tie into the community and see how we can help them by any means necessary” said Nehemiah Ray, Youth and Young Adult Director of the non-denominational Linked UP Church. 
Whereas, both events are free and the only cost to attendees will be if they choose to purchase from food trucks set up around Thurman Springs Park; and
Whereas, with both community events commencing the morning of July 31, families are encouraged to attend both and enjoy what was described as a double blessing by Roger Vest, lead pastor at Powder Springs First United Methodist Church who stated “ "We know it’s been a rough year for a lot of people — here’s an opportunity to get a little help from your community.”; and
Whereas, the City of Powder Springs is honored to partner with the compassionate, selfless and inclusive community leaders of the non-profit Powder Springs Community Taskforce, the Powder Springs First United Methodist Church, the First Baptist Church of Powder Springs and Linked UP Church in hosting the Back to School Bashes to benefit the students and families of our local community and does hereby proclaim July 31, 2021 as this year’s Back to School Bash Day.
So proclaimed this 19th day of July, 2021.
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